
June 2022

Dear Families of Rising Fifth Graders,

We hope that you enjoyed an enriching and fun 4th grade year and can now look forward to a
relaxing and restorative summer break.

In order to mitigate the “summer slide,” to help maintain the literacy skills they’ve developed
throughout the school year, and of course for pleasure, we request that all rising fourth grade
students read the graphic novel, Manatee Rescue by Nicola Davies, and be ready to discuss
it, as soon as school resumes.

The book is available in multiple formats from libraries and several large retailers. To support
independent bookstores, it can also be purchased through the bookshop.org site.

For additional summer reading suggestions, check out lists from your local library, the
Association for Library Service to Children, the Boston Public Library, the USBBY Outstanding
International Books lists, and Social Justice Books.

Feel free to make summer reading of any book a shared reading experience in any of the
following ways:

● You read a page, then your child reads a page.
● You read a chapter, then your child reads a chapter.
● You read the narrative, while your child reads the dialogue. (This is a good one for

practicing inflection.)
● You read all the narrative and dialogue of a character, while your child reads another’s.
● Be a word detective - At the start of each chapter, determine which words, phrases or

parts of speech your child should be on the lookout for.
● Encourage siblings to read to each other.
● Encourage children to read the book aloud with each other during live or virtual

playdates with friends.

For a truly interactive, digital reading experience, we also recommend Epic!. Epic! contains a
large variety of high quality, award winning trade books that children can read, listen to, or follow
along in the text as they’re read. It contains every genre and level of children’s book up to about
6th grade, lets your child chart their progress, and gives them an opportunity to connect with
other readers around the world (or the school) about shared books.

Have a lovely summer, and happy reading!

Sincerely,
The GISB English Team

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780763678302
https://bookshop.org/
https://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2022-summer-reading-listurces/book-lists/2020-summer-reading-list
https://www.bpl.org/explore/?post-type=staff-list&audience=teens%2Ckids%2Cgradeschool%2Cyoung-children%2Ctweens&programs=summer
https://www.usbby.org/outstanding-international-books-list.html
https://www.usbby.org/outstanding-international-books-list.html
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/
https://www.getepic.com/

