
June 2022
Dear Rising 6th Grade Students,

The 2021-2022 school year was again quite the year! We now wish each of you a very
enjoyable and relaxing summer vacation.

Of course, while you are relaxing, we want you to keep reading! Over break, please read Front
Desk by Kelly Yang. This 2019 Asian/Pacific American Award winning book stars Mia Tang, a
recent immigrant to America from China. It is available in a variety of formats (hardback,
paperback, Kindle, and audio) and may be obtained from several different online booksellers
including bookshop.org (which supports independent booksellers). You may also obtain it from
your public library but make certain that you will be able to renew it and keep it into September,
since we will be working with the book for several weeks when we return to school.

If you are a slower reader, make sure that you give yourself ample time to finish the book. On
the other hand, if you are a rapid reader, it is probably better to wait until August to read the
book so that it is still fresh in your mind when we resume school. If you enjoy the book, there are
several others in the series by Ms. Tang and you may want to read them, though you are only
required to read this first one.

In addition to this required book, we hope that you will read many other books of your own
choosing. For suggestions, check out the lists at your local public libraries. We also encourage
you to sign up for their summer reading programs. These sites are also helpful for getting book
ideas:

● Book Riot
● School Library Journal
● Mighty Girl
● Social Justice Books

We also recommend Epic!. Epic! is a website that contains a large variety of high quality, award
winning trade books that you can read, listen to, or follow along in the text as they’re read. You’ll
find all kinds of books - mystery, history, fantasy, realistic fiction, sports stories, graphic novels,
and more. It lets you chart your progress and gives you an opportunity to connect with other
readers around the world (or the school) about shared books.

https://www.kellyyang.com/?p=141
https://www.kellyyang.com/?p=141
https://bookshop.org/books/front-desk-scholastic-gold/9781338157826
https://bookriot.com/2020/06/24/books-for-6th-graders/
https://www.slj.com/
https://www.amightygirl.com/
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/
https://www.getepic.com/


We will be looking forward to seeing you again at the end of August and starting a new year of
English with you. Have a safe, healthy, and relaxing summer break!

Happy Reading!
The GISB English Department Team


